
“EXITO” AWARD 
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Nevada Hispanic 
Business Group Presents
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11:30am - 1:30pm • Palace Station



Silver Sponsors

A SPECIAL THANK YOU  

TO OUR SPONSORS

Gold Sponsor



“EXITO” AWARDS  

EVENT PROGRAM 

Welcome Joe Hernandez-President 
Martha Gonzalez-Vice President
Laura Nowlan- Executive Director/Secretary
Lupe Trujillo-Treasurer

Invocation Coach John Williams - Iron Sharpens Iron

Pledge of Allegiance Frederick Johnson - Standard, LLC

National Anthem Tiffany Carty 

Event Sponsors SBA, U.S. Small Business Administration
SCE Federal Credit Union
Branch - Hernandez Consulting & Insurance Services
Bunkers Mortuary 
KG&R Book Keeping
See Us Now Staffing

Distinguished Guests Joe Hernandez

“Exito” Award Honorees Robert “Bob” Holguin, SBA Director (Posthumously)
Angela Castro, Senior Director of Government Affairs, RTC Nevada
Dr. Pam Simone, Principal - Arturo Cambeiro Elementary School

Javier Palomarez, President & CEO 
US Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Closing Joe Hernandez
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A LETTER FROM NVHBG 
EXECUTIVE BOARD

Laura Nowlan 
Exec. Director

Lupe Trujillo 
Treasurer

Martha Gonzalez  
Vice President

Joe Hernandez 
President

Dear Friends,

As always, we wanted to take time to first give all glory to God for his grace, 
providence and the success of the Nevada Hispanic Business Group. We 
are so blessed to be into our third year of operation as a 501 C-3 Non-Profit 
entity. Our executive board along with our advisory board all volunteer their 
time to support our organization. There are no paid positions so we all rely on 
the financial support of our sponsors and the grants that we have applied for 
and received to continue to sustain us and our programs. We are thankful and 
appreciative of our sponsors and volunteers for their commitment and support 
in making The Nevada Hispanic Business Group successful. 

We are committed to our community and we will continue to volunteer our time, 
provide education, business development, leadership training, community 
service and advocacy. Our efforts will still be focused in helping bring the 
Hispanic and non-Hispanic Business Community together as we work with 
many non-profits; local, state and federal government entities, transportation, 
small businesses and corporations. 

As a US Hispanic Chamber of Commerce affiliate, we are proud to have 
completed the Chamber Training Institutes certification program through the 
Mendoza College of Business at the University of Notre Dame. We are part 
of only a few organizations certified as a business organization or chamber of 
commerce through this program in the United States. 

On behalf of our executive board Martha Gonzalez-VP, Laura Nowlan-Executive 
Director/Secretary and Lupe Trujillo- Treasurer and myself, Thank You! Your 
support is appreciated and we are truly grateful that you are here to help us 
celebrate the success of our organization as we continue to grow and give 
back to our community.

Sincerely,

Joe Hernandez
President
JHernandez@NVHBG.com

Martha Gonzalez 
Vice President
MarthaG@NVHBG.com

Lupe Trujillo 
Treasurer
Lupe@kgrbookkeeping.com

Laura Nowlan 
Executive Director
LNowlan@NVHBG.com



JAVIER  
PALOMAREZ
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Javier Palomarez is the President and CEO of the United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (USHCC), 
America’s largest Hispanic business association. The USHCC actively promotes the economic growth, 
development, and interests of more than 4.2 million Hispanicowned businesses, that combined, contribute over 
$668 billion to the American economy every year. It also advocates on behalf of 260 major American corporations 
and operates through a network of 200 local chambers and business associations nationwide.

A pioneer in multicultural marketing, Palomarez has more than two decades of corporate experience and 
entrepreneurial insight. He began his career at Allstate Insurance Corporation, where he worked to initiate the 
industry’s first fully-integrated, nationwide Hispanic marketing, sales and service campaign. Following his tenure at 
Allstate, Palomarez was recruited by Sprint, Inc., where he rose through the ranks to become the Vice President for 
Marketing and Public Relations. Following Sprint, he was recruited to Bank of America, where he served as Senior 
Vice President of Multicultural Marketing and was responsible for advertising, marketing, sponsorships, and public 
& media relations to help position this global leader in the financial services industry. 

His opinions and viewpoints have appeared in leading media outlets including ABC, Bloomberg Businessweek, 
CBS, CNN, Dallas Morning News, Fox, Los Angeles Times, MSNBC, NBC, Reuters, Telemundo, The New York 
Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, Time, Univision, USA Today, and many others. Palomarez 
is a seasoned public speaker, delivering numerous keynote speeches, as well as panel discussions for some 
of the nation’s most influential institutions and conferences – including the Republican National Conventions, 
the Democratic National Conventions, The Atlantic, the Milken Institute, and the George W. Bush Institute. He is 
also a sought-after commencement speaker, and has addressed graduating classes as Notre Dame University, 
Westminster College, University of California – Irvine, Florida International University and Miami Dade College.

Palomarez serves on the Board of Directors of MasTec, Inc. (NYSE: MTZ), a leading infrastructure company. He was 
appointed to the Comcast NBCUniversal Diversity Advisory Council, the Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses 
Advisory Board, and the National 4-H Council Board of Trustees. Palomarez is a member of the Washington 
Economic Club, and serves on the Senate Task Force on Corporate Diversity and Inclusion. He advises the 
Administration as part of President Trump’s National Diversity Coalition, and was invited by Senator John McCain 
to serve on the board of the International Republican Institute (IRI). Palomarez also sits on the board of directors of 
the Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC).

He has consistently appeared on Latino Leaders Magazine’s “100 Most Influential” list and was presented with their 
Maestro Award in 2014. He has been named one of the “75 Most Influential Hispanics” and “Top 100 Green CEOs” 
by PODER Magazine. Palomarez was also profiled by El Pais, Spain’s leading daily news outlet, and was featured by 
the British Broadcasting Corporation’s (BBC) in “Ten Latinos Who Made History in 2012.”

He is the recipient of the Bnai Zion “Humanitarian of the Year” award, and in 2014 Palomarez received an 
honorary Doctorate from Westminster College, Utah’s premier Liberal Arts institution. In 2015 he was awarded the 
Distinguished Alumni Medallion from National 4-H Council and was recognized by the Government of Mexico with 
the Ohtli Award, the highest honor bestowed upon foreign citizens.

Palomarez is a proud American from Texas and currently resides in Dallas and Washington, D.C.

President & CEO, USHCC



DR. PAM SIMONE
Dr. Pam Simone is the principal of Cambeiro Elementary School and has been 
with the Clark County School District for 24 years and a member of the Las Vegas 
community for over 30 years.  She attended UNLV for her undergraduate program 
and Pepperdine University for her doctorate in education. Dr. Simone has a passion 
for education and is a strong leader within the school district.  She attended the 
Public Education Foundation’s Leadership Institute of Nevada and was chosen to be 
part of the District’s team last year to attend the Public Education Leadership Project 
(PELP) Summer Institute at Harvard University. 

Dr. Simone chose to leave a school in an affluent area in Henderson, NV to go to 
Cambeiro ES, which is a Zoom School and a Turnaround School.  Cambeiro ES serves 
706 students in a high poverty area with each student receiving free breakfast and 
lunch. The school population consists of 86% Hispanic and 67% English Learners.

Dr. Simone works diligently with her staff to ensure the needs of the students are 
met, both academically and emotionally.  She partnered with Nevada Hispanic 
Business Group two years ago to help provide mentors and opportunities for the 
students.  The NVHBG supported the students with field trips to PALI, after school 
homework club, school supplies, folklorico dance club, mentorship, and birthday 
celebrations.  With the help of the community and partners like NVHBG, Dr. Simone is 
making a difference.

Principal - Arturo Cambeiro Elementary School



ANGELA CASTRO

Angela Castro is the senior director of government affairs, media relations and marketing 
for the Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada (RTC). In her role, Castro 
works directly with the general manager and is responsible for the oversight of all strategic 
and public facing initiatives that span public transportation, traffic management and roadway 
planning and funding. She directs all state and federal government affairs and public policy; 
traditional and digital marketing; public engagement; media relations and messaging. 

Castro oversees a talented and dedicated team focused on building and strengthening the 
RTC’s brand values through the implementation of sound policies, collaborative initiatives 
and progressive marketing and media relations efforts that are critical to supporting the 
RTC’s mission today and in the future.

Before joining the RTC, Castro held several important marketing or media positions with the 
Las Vegas Monorail, MGM International and the Southern Nevada Water Authority.

Castro moved to Las Vegas to attend the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, where she 
earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in public relations. She later earned her Master of 
Business Administration degree from Regis University. She is a graduate of the Las Vegas 
Metro Chamber’s Leadership Las Vegas program, a member of the Southwest Rotary Club, 
and has been named to Vegas Inc.’s distinguished “40 under 40.”
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Senior Director of Government Affairs,  

Media Relations and Marketing 



 
    Nevada District Office 

     300 S 4th Street, Suite 400 
 Las Vegas, NV 89102 

702-388-6611 
  

The SBA provides free business counseling, advice and information on starting, improving, or expanding a small business is available through SBA’s 
Resource Partners: Small Business Development Centers (SBDC), SCORE—Counselors to America’s Small Business and Women’s Business 

Centers (WBC). We also conduct training events throughout the district. 

The Nevada District Office (NVDO) is responsible for the delivery of SBA’s many programs and services to the entire state of Nevada. 

We, at the SBA are honored to be able to support the growth of Nevada Small Business. We know that when small business wins, America wins.  
The vision, courage and persistence of entrepreneurs are a valuable contribution to the health of our nation’s economy and the SBA is committed to 
helping companies start, grow and succeed. Our dedicated SBA teams of professionals in our Nevada District Office look forward to your continued 
success in reaching ever greater heights. We are here to help others like yourselves who dream of starting a business of their own or who desire to 

expand and grow.  

SBA can help with Financial Assistance for new or existing businesses through guaranteed loans are made by area banks and non-bank lending 
partners. 

The Office of Government Contracting (GC) works to create an environment for maximum participation by small businesses in the federal 
government contracting.  A Women’s Business Ownership Representative is available to assist women business owners. A Veteran Small Business 

Liaison is available to assist veterans. Special programs are available for businesses involved in international trade through the U.S. Export 
Assistance Center.  

Please contact us today and get to know your Nevada SBA. 

Sincerely, The NVDO Team 

Go to www.sba.gov/nv 

  

 

ROBERT 
HOLGUIN

Robert Holguin was the District Director of the US Small Business 
Administration, Nevada District.  Prior to joining the SBA as Deputy District 
Director, Mr. Holguin was Director of the Business Services Division for 
Valley Economic Development Corporation (VEDC), with responsibility 
for developing and delivering programs to assist entrepreneurs to start, 
develop, and grow in the greater Los Angeles region. Programs included 
one-on-one consulting, workshops & training and access to capital.

Holguin had over 11 years’ experience in small business lending. While at 
East West Bank he grew small business lending from $18M to over $75M 
within the first year. He also took the bank from a position of 300 to one of 
the top 100 banks in the country per SBA ranking nationally.

Holguin also managed one of the largest Small Business Development 
Centers (SBDC) in the country with over 11 locations, many with low/
moderate income census areas and federal empowerment zones. As part 
of the SBDC program he oversaw the Capital Access Center and was one 
of the top producing SBA loan packaging intermediaries.

He also had over 20 years private sector experience in technology, 
manufacturing, retail, and publishing environments. He was also the 
Director of Business Operations & CIO for Hispanic Business Magazine 
Inc. and sits on the board of directors of numerous organizations.

Holguin received a Masters Degree in Business Administration from the 
University of Phoenix with a concentration in business operations and 
strategic planning, and was a Vietnam era veteran.

District Director, SBA



Women Owned Business Partnerships

Veteran Partners
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Coach John Williams Fredrick Johnson

Annie Emprima

The Breakthrough 
Foundation



NVHBG Resources

NVHBG Offices 
4530 S. Eastern Ave., Suite 9 

Las Vegas, NV 89119

Contact Us 
P. (702) 857-8066 
F. (702) 291-2448 
www.NVHBG.com

Follow Us 
   

Mailing Address 
PO Box 270357 

Las Vegas, NV 89127



WE’RE RIGHT HERE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

SCE FCU is proud  
to support the 
Nevada Hispanic 
Business Group.
We help people make dreams 
a reality – whether it’s a car 
purchase, home ownership 
or building your business. No 
matter what your stage of 
life, SCE FCU offers financial 
solutions to meet your needs.

We invite you to stop by 
one of our Southern Nevada 
branches.

800.866.6474  •  scefcu.org



We offer Memorable and Affordable,  

Funeral, Cremation and Cemetery Services.  

Historic Woodlawn  Memory Gardens  Eden Vale  

For a Free Quote Contact Martha Gonzalez  

Advanced Planning Professional  

 Especialista En Planificacion Anticipada  

Cell: 702-637-5194    Office: 702-388-7007 

martha.gonzalez@carriageservices.com  

www.bunkersmortuary.com  


